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EDUCATION

The George Washington University, D.C.

Ph.D., Political Science, September 1990. 

DISSERTATION: Political Parties in Underdeveloped Countries: 


The Case of the Progressive Socialist Party of Lebanon, 
1949-1978
University of Southern California, Los Angeles,

Graduate Study, International Relations, 1984-1985


American University of Beirut, Lebanon,

M.A., International  Relations, December 1982
Beirut University College, Lebanon,

B.A., International Relations, December,1978 

FIELDS OF SPECIALIZATION

International Relations

Comparative Politics of Latin America and the Middle East
HONORS, AWARDS, and GRANTS

International Visiting Scholar, National University of Colombia, Medellin. August 2017.
Research Grant, Soros Foundation-Ohio State University 2015-6. 
Research Grant, Carnegie Middle East Center, Beirut, Lebanon.  Commissioned to write a paper and a commentary on The Political Economy of the Syrian Civil War. December 18, 2013-June 2014. 
Research Grant, Carnegie Program on States and Security (Grant No. 75545-0003). Commissioned to write a research paper on The Political Economy of Civil Wars and Criminal Violence. 2012-3.
Research Grant, World Bank, 2005-2006 Study of Civil Wars and Criminal Violence
Fulbright Scholar Grant Lecture/ Research, El Salvador, 2005 

Fulbright Senior Specialist Grant, Summer 2005
Fulbright Senior Specialist Grant, Summer 2004

Fulbright Senior Specialist Grant, Colombia, Summer 2003

Fulbright Senior Specialist Grant, Colombia, Summer 2002

Background Paper on “Governance, Political Parties, and Democracy in the Arab World” Commissioned by the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) Human Development Report 2002

Research Paper on “The Political Economy of Civil Wars” Commissioned by the World Bank 2000-2001

Research Grant, Colciencias, 1997-1998

Research Grant from the Instituto de Estudios Politicos Y Relaciones Internacionales, National University of Colombia, Bogota, 1994 and in 1995

Fulbright Scholar Lecture/Research Grant, Colombia, 1994

Graduate Fellowship, The George Washington University 1987-1989

Khalil Gibran Scholarship Award, 1985-87

Aid International Scholarship, 1985-1987

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Associate Professor of Political Science and Director of Latin American Program: Kean University, New Jersey 2005- Present
Assistant Professor, Kean University 2001-2004

Visiting Scholar, Universidad Nacional, Medellin, Colombia August 2017.

Visiting Scholar, Lebanese American University, July-August 2010.
Adjunct Associate Professor, New York University, January- May 2001

Visiting Professor and Scholar, The George Washington   





University, January 1991-1999

Visiting Professor, The Andes University, Bogota Colombia, Summer 1995, and 1996; and at the National University of Colombia 1997 academic year, and the fall semester of 1998

Areas of Teaching Experience:

     .  
Theories of International Relations

 Political Economies of Civil War
 Comparative Politics (Graduate and Undergraduate Levels)

 Third World Politics (Latin America & the Middle East)
    
Academic Advisor:  UNDP country Report on Colombia 2003.

Consultant: UNDP, 2002 

Consultant: World Bank Group, Washington D.C. September 2000-1


Task:

. Research Study on the Protracted Civil Wars of Colombia and Lebanon   


Researcher: Centech Group, Arlington 8/90-3/91

              Research completed include: 

     
 Survey research of Small and Minority Contractors in the U.S.

      
 Evaluation of Minority Businesses Programs with Department of Defense 

    
 Researcher : The Development Institute, Beirut, Lebanon, 1980-12/82

     
Conducted research on:   

     
  International Political Economy

     
 Political Economy of the Arms Race (US)

     .
 Third World Political Economy


PUBLICATIONS
   
BOOKS
Dilemmas of Democracy and Political Parties in Sectarian Societies: Lebanon,              
1949-1996. St.Martin’s Press, 1998.
https://www.amazon.com/Dilemmas-Democracy-Political-Sectarian- Societies/dp/0312174500  
Reviewed in:   
· International Journal of Middle East Studies (1999).

· Journal of Palestine Studies29, no. 1 (August. 99): 97-98
· Middle East Studies Association Bulletin, 1999

Systems of Violence: The Political Economy of War and Peace in Colombia. State University of New York Press (SUNY) series on Global Politics edited by Professor Emeritus James N. Rosenau, 2002. 
Reviewed in: 
· Perspectives on Politics (2003), 1:630-631. American Political Science Association.

· Latin American Research Review  Vol. 40, Number 2,  2005, pp. 137-149

· NACLA.Vol. 36 • July 2002 • No. 1

· Contemporary Sociology 2003 vol.32.p.625-26

· Revista de Economía Institucional, 2003

· Journal of Latin American Studies. Vol. 40 (2008).pp. 600-3

A Spanish Edition of Systems of Violence: The Political Economy of War and Peace in Colombia. Bogota: the Instituto de Estudios Politicos y Relaciones Internacionales(IEPRI)of the National University & Planeta, 2003. 

A Revised, Expanded Edition of Systems Violence: The Political Economy of War and Peace in Colombia with three new chapters.  (SUNY PRESS, 2014) https://books.google.com/books/about/Systems_of_Violence_Second_Edition.html?id=LfsyAAAAQBAJ 
A Spanish edition of Systems of Violence: The Political Economy of War and Peace. Forthcoming 2021, National University of Colombia Press, Medellin.
Book in Progress

The Transformation of Colombia’s Rural Sector: The Impact of Neo-Liberal Policies 1990 - 2019. (Under Contract State University of New York Press (SUNY). Expected Completion 2021. 
ARTICLES IN REFEREED JOURNALS, COMMISIONED RESEARCH PAPERS AND CHAPTERS IN BOOKS (Selected List) 
Organized Crime and the Transformation of a Frontier: The Case of the Department of Meta, Colombia. In Progress.  2020- (In-Progress)
Fragmented Hegemony and the Dismantling of the War System in Colombia.  Journal of Conflict and Terrorism.  May 2018. https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/1057610X.2018.1462135 
Kendra McSweeney, Nazih Richani et.al., Why Do Narcos Invest in Rural Land? . Journal of Latin American Geography.  Vol. 16. Issue 2. 2017. https://digitalcommons.lsu.edu/jlag/vol16/iss2/2/ 
“The Political Economy and Complex Interdependency of the War System in Syria.” 
 Journal Civil Wars. Vol.18. Issue 1. April 2016. https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13698249.2016.1144495 
“Forced Displacement, Concentration of Land Property and the Rentier

 Political Economy in Colombia.” Journal of International Affairs, 2015. https://jia.sipa.columbia.edu/authors/nazih-richani 
The Narcobourgeoisie and the State Making Process in Colombia in Renate Bridenthal (ed.,) The Hidden History of Crime, Corruption and States. New York : Berghahn Books, 2013. https://books.google.com/books?id=_clzDQAAQBAJ&pg=PA214&lpg=PA214&dq=nazih+richani&source=bl&ots=5sECYTm6yH&sig=ACfU3U3oLTPM7k7U_-jZiXwiZsEvYdoh2A&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwihs6Hn9azsAhVqUt8KHcY8Cik4MhDoATAEegQICBAC#v=onepage&q=nazih%20richani&f=false  
“The Agrarian Rentier Political and Food Security in Colombia.”Journal of Latin American Research Review (LARR).  Vol. 47. No.2. Summer 2012. https://www.jstor.org/stable/23321732?seq=1 
“Colombia: Predatory State and Rentier Political Economy”  Labour, Capital and Society.” Vol. 43. No. 2. 2010.

Systems of Violence in El Salvador and Guatemala: The Determinants of Homicides.” Civil Wars. Vol. 12/4. December 2010.

Fragmentation of Sovereignty and Violent Non-State Actors in Colombia”, in Klejda Mulaj ed., Violent Non-State Actors in World Politics, London: Hurst and New York: Columbia University Press, 2010, pp. 27-44.

“Caudillos and the Crisis of the Colombian State: Fragmented Sovereignty, the War System and the Privatization of Counterinsurgency in Colombia” Third World Quarterly. Vol. 28. No 2. 2007. 

“Multinational Corporation, Rentier Capitalism and the War System in Colombia.” Journal of Latin American Politics and Society (LAPS). Fall 2005.

“War Systems, Third Parties, and Conflict Termination: The 1998-2002 Peace Process in Colombia”.  Journal of Conflict Studies. (Winter 2005)
“The Political Economy of Internal Displacement and Massacres in Colombia,” Proceedings of the Conference organized by the International Scientific and ProfessionalAdvisory Council of the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Program. 2005. 


“Political Parties, Justice Systems and the Poor: The Experience of the Arab States.”

Human Development Report 2002. Occasional Paper. Background Paper for HDR 2002

“Between Sustainable Development and War Economies: Paradoxes of Capitalist Development.” Paper Commissioned by the International Peace Academy, Presented in Bellagio, Italy, May 2002.

“The Interface between Domestic and International   Factors in Colombia’s War System.” Occasional Paper, Clingendael Institute for International Studies, The Hague, the Netherlands. July 2002.

“Small Arms Transfers and Violence in Colombia” paper commissioned by the Social Science Research Council (SSRC), February 2002. 

“The Political Economies of the War System in Lebanon and Colombia” World Bank paper. June 2001.

“Policy Options In Colombia” Occasional Publications, Swiss Peace Foundation, Bern, Switzerland. 2001.
The Political Economy of Protracted Conflicts: The Crisis of the War System in Colombia.” Journal of Conflict Studies. Vol.21 No.2 (Winter 2001).

“Can the War System be Broken”. Landpower and Ambiguous Warfare: The Challenge of Colombia in the 21st Century.  (Carlisle, Penn: US Army War College 2000).   

“Systems of Violence and the International Political   Economy: Prisons and Prisoners in Latin America.” Mimeo.      

“Autonomy or NGOization: Third Wave Feminism and the case  of Mujeres 2000 in Colombia.” Mimeo.
“The Political Economy of Violence: The War System in Colombia." Journal of Interamerican Studies and World  Affairs. vol.39 No.2 (Summer 1997). 


“Democracy, Liberalism and Capitalism : A Critical  Reflection " (January 1996) Analysis Politico Published  by the Institute of Political Studies and International   Relations, Universidad Nacional, Colombia.

“The Gulf War and the Post-Cold War Era," Arab Strategic Thought Quarterly, January 1992.

 “Kamal Jumblatt and Lebanon's Politics," in Bernard Reich 

(ed.) Political Leaders of the Contemporary Middle East and  North Africa. Greenwood Press, 1990

“Walid Jumblatt and the New Generation of Lebanese  Leaders," in Bernard Reich (ed.) Political Leaders of the Contemporary Middle East and North Africa. Greenwood 
   Press, 1990.

“Social Formations in a Civil War: The Case of the Druze of Mount Lebanon, 1975-1987".  Middle East Report. Fall, 1989.

“Reagan's  Nuclear Doctrine," Strategic Thought  Quarterly, Summer 1987.

“The Limited Nuclear Warfare in American Strategic Thinking," Strategic Thought Quarterly. Winter 1986.

“The Evolution of American Nuclear Thinking: 1945-1980,"  Strategic Thought Quarterly. Spring 1982.

“The Gulf Cooperation Council and the Security Dilemma in the Persian Gulf" Strategic Thought Quarterly. Winter 1981.

POLITICAL COMMENTARY IN THE MEDIA 

     Journalistic Articles (Selected list from 50 articles)
Radio France International (RFI). Interview on Biden’s Election and Cabinets Appointments. December 18, 2020. https://www.rfi.fr/es/programas/noticias-de-américa/20201218-joe-biden-designó-a-la-primera-ind%C3%ADgena-en-dirigir-una-secretar%C3%ADa 
Radio France International (RFI). Interview on the US Elections February 20, 2020. https://www.rfi.fr/es/américas/20200225-estados-unidos-el-avance-de-sanders-preocupa-a-muchos-demócratas   
Radio France International (RFI). Interview on the US Federal Stimulus Package. April 10, 2020. https://www.rfi.fr/es/américas/20200410-la-fed-anuncia-usd-2-3-billones-en-nuevos-créditos-para-apoyar-la-econom%C3%ADa     

Interview with El Pulso, Honduras, On Why Narcos Invest in Rural Lands, October 15.  2017. See https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cHH4seWjH6E 
Interview with MClatchy DC. October  5, 2016 “What’s the lesson for Syria in the defeat of Colombia’s peace plan? http://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/nation-                     world/national/article106447432.html#storylink=cpy

Interview with Christian Science Monitor, September 22, 2016. http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Americas/Latin-America-Monitor/2016/0922/How-are-Colombia-s-rebels-preparing-for-peace

Interview with E-International Relations, On Protracted Civil Wars. June 6, 2016. http://www.e-ir.info/2016/06/06/interview-nazih-richani/

Colombia The War System Yields to Peace. Blog. https://aulablog.net/2016/01/11/colombia-peace-the-war-system-yields-to-peace/

Why After 51 Years the Colombian Conflict is Ending. The Conversation, October 9, 2015.
Interview with EL Espectador on “The Prospects of Post-Conflict and Development in  Colombia”. Published in October 13, 2014.

 “Liberalism in the Third World a Critical Assessment.”

 Assafir. Daily Newspaper. Beirut, Lebanon, March 20, 1992

“The Military Industrial Complex and American Foreign Policy." Assafir. Daily Newspaper. Beirut Lebanon,   September, 15, 1982

“Nuclear Energy and Nuclear Weapons the Paradox in the Third World.” Assafir. Daily Newspaper. Beirut, Lebanon, August 11,1981. 



Broadcast & Mass Media Appearances 

Interview with El Espectador titled “La agricultura campesina es central para la paz de Colombia,” October 12, 2014. http://www.elespectador.com/noticias/paz/agricultura-campesina-central-paz-de-colombia-articulo-521881.

Interview with Al-jazeera English on the Colombian Presidential Election. May 14, 2014.  
Interview with Voice of Russia Regarding President Juan Manuel Santos meeting with President Barak Obama and the Peace Process in Colombia. December 2, 2013. 

Panel Discussion on the United States John Kerry visit to Colombia and the Two Countries relations. Huffington Post, August 19, 2013. http://live.huffingtonpost.com/r/segment/secretary-of-state-john-kerry-visits-colombia/520d3e2102a7606b280002bd.
Interview with Voice of Russia on Colombia’s Peace Process and the US Policy. June 10, 2013. http://voicerussia.com/radio_broadcast/61124198/115499561.html
Interview with Telemundo/NBC on Venezuela Transition and the Expulsion of the United States Military Attaché. New Jersey, March 5, 2013.
Interview with Telemundo/NBC on Venezuela and the Transition in Light of President Hugo Chavez’ Inability to Assume Power on January 10, 2013. New York, January 4, 2013.

Interview with Voice of America on the Peace Process in Colombia, New York, October 18, 2012. http://www.voanoticias.com/content/oslo-farc-noruega-paz-santos/1529133.html
Panelist in the wake of the Barak Obama’s presidential election, TV network Dandana, NJ, November 2008. 

Interview with La Prensa Grafica, San Salvador, El Salvador, June 2, 2005.

 Interview with El Tiempo, Barranquilla, Colombia, August   23, 2002.

 Interview with El Heraldo, Barranquilla, Colombia, August  28, 2002 

 Radio Jamaica, Jamaica, December 1995.    

 Radio Cartagena, Cartagena, Colombia, July, 1994

 World News Television  13 September, 1993 

 Univision (the Spanish Channel), 27 June 1993 

 Cable Network News, 14 February 1991.

 Network of America, 10 April 1992.

PARTICIPATION IN PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS (Selected List)

Discussant “Dialogues bridging academic research with policy implications for contemporary peacebuilding in Colombia” Merton College, Oxford, October, 16 2020

Paper presented titled “Fragmented Hegemony and the Dismantling of the War System in Colombia”  at Latin American Studies Association Convention, Boston, May 24,  2019
Paper presented titled “Colombia’s Ghost Acres, Rentier Capital, and the State: The Case of Meta”  at Latin American Studies Association Convention, Lima, Peru May  1, 2017 

Participated in conference titled “Mapping Military and Security Actors in the Syrian Economy” July 6 2018. Organized by Carnegie Middle East Center and European Institute of Peace. Beirut, Lebanon. 
Present a paper titled “Fragmented Hegemony and The Macondo of the United Fruit Company.” at the Johns Hopkins University Conference on Gabriel Garcia Marquez. March 10, 2017.

Present a paper at the Arrighi Center for Global Studies, Johns Hopkins University, titled “Fragmented Hegemony and Dismantling the War System in Colombia 2012-2017.” March 9, 2017.

Present a paper at the Seminario Urbano Regional on the “Dividends of the Peace in Colombia”, University of the Valle, Cali, Colombia. September 27, 2016. 
Present a research paper at a Symposium organized by Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies, NYU, October 9, 2015 https://clacsnyublog.com/2015/12/22/a-fresh-look-at-the-colombian-conflict/ 
Present a research paper at the Latin American Studies Association Annual Convention. Puerto Rico, May 21-25, 2015.

Present a research Paper at the Latin American Studies Association Annual Convention. Chicago, May 21-25, 2014.

Participated in a Workshop on the “Extractive Companies and their Social Responsibilities in Colombia” Bogota, Colombia September 5-6, 2013. UNDP, Bogota, Colombia.          
Participated in a Workshop “Beyond the Transition: The Egyptian Military’s Political,                 Economic, and Social Roles” June 21, 2012,  Carnegie Middle East  Center Beirut,                       Lebanon.
"The Predatory Colombian State and Rentier Political Economy" Paper Presented at the Latin American Studies Association (LASA) Annual Convention, San Francisco May, 2012. 

Colombia Rentier Political Economy. Paper presented at the American Political Science Association Annual Convention, Seattle, Washington September 1-4, 2011.

Assessing the Colombian Conflict, paper presented at the Colombia’s Conflict Workshop   organized by Simon Fraser University and the University of British Colombia, April 2009.

Unstable Equilibrium of the War System in Colombia.  International Conference “La Violencia en La Sociedad Actual: Contextos, Impactos Y Respuestas.” Organized by the National University of Colombia, Bogota October 6-10, 2008.

Criminal Violence in Post-Conflict. Conference on Management of Post-Conflict Transition: The Challenges of Institutional Reform in Sudan. World Bank, Ministry of Finance and University of Khartoum. January 22-27, 2007.

Systems of Violence in Post-Conflict Situations, paper presented at the Latin American Studies Association, Puerto Rico, March, 2006.

The Political Economy of Organized Violence in El Salvador and Guatemala, El Salvador, FLACSO, June 2005.

The Political Economy of Displacement and Massacres in Colombia, paper presented at the United Nations Drug Control and Prevention Meeting, Italy, December, 2004.

Oil Multinationals Corporations and the Conflict in Colombia, paper presented at the Latin American Studies Association Convention, Las Vegas, October, 2004

Panel Discussion on the Prospects of  Peace in Colombia under the Alvaro Uribe’s Government, Latin American and Caribbean Studies Department, Columbia University. April 2003. 

Multinational Corporation, Rentier Capitalism and the War System in Colombia, paper presented at the International Studies Association Annual Convention, Portland, Oregon, February 2003.
The Political Economy of the War System in Colombia, paper presented at the Georgia State University Symposium on Colombia’s Conflict. April 2003.

Method of Historical Materialism in Hussein Moureh’s Islamic Historiography, paper presented at the Middle East Studies Association (MESA) Annual Convention. Washington, DC. November 2002. 

Book Presentation of “Systems of Violence: The Political Economy of War and Peace” Library of Congress, Latin American Division, October 2002.  

Between Sustainable Development and War Economies: Paradoxes of Capitalist Development, paper presented at International Peace Academy Conference on the Economics of Civil Wars” Bellagio, Italy May 2002.

Paramilitaries in Colombia, paper Presented at the Latin American Studies Association Annual Convention, Washington DC, September 2001. 

Policy Recommendations for Colombia, paper presented at the Swiss Peace Foundation Conference on War economies and Organized Crime: Searching For Coping Strategies, Berne Switzerland, June 29-29, 2001.

The Political Economies of the War System in Lebanon and Colombia, paper presented at the World Bank and Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO) Conference on the Economics of Civil Wars, Oslo, Norway June 11-12, 2001. 

The Peace Process in Colombia and the American Intervention, paper Presented at the Latin American and Caribbean Studies Department, Columbia University, February 2000.

Protracted Wars in Comparative Perspective, paper Presented at the Lebanese American University. Beirut, Lebanon, October 1999.

The Political Economy of Civil Wars, paper presented at the Latin American and Caribbean Studies Department, Columbia University, May 1999.

Can the War System be Broken in Colombia, paper presented at the Conference on Landpower and Ambiguous Warfare: The Challenge of Colombia in the 21st Century. United State Army War College, Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, December 10-11, 1998.


The Political Economy of Democratization in Egypt and Colombia, paper presented at the American Political Science Association, Annual Convention, San Francisco, California, 1996. 

Globalization and Political Fragmentation: The Case of Political Parties, paper Presented at the CORPRODIC,  UNESCO, International Conference in Bogota, Colombia August, 1994.

Presentation on "Lebanon's Democratization Myth or Reality, Foreign Policy Institute, July 6, 1993.

Democratization and Human Rights in the Middle East and Latin America, paper presented at Lake Forest College, 1993. 

Chair, and paper-presenter in a panel on the  Historical Legacies of Latin American Society and Culture, Latin American Studies Association Meeting, 1992.

Colombia Consociational Democracy Under  Siege, Paper presented at the International Studies Association Convention, 1992.

Presentation on "Violence in Comparative Perspective: The Cases of Colombia and Lebanon, Yale University, 1992.

Political Parties in Third World Nation, paper presented at the American Political Science Association  Annual Convention, Atlanta, 1989.  

Presentation on the "Root Causes of the Lebanese Civil War 1975-1977" University of California, Los Angeles, 1984.

MANUSCRIPT REFEREE
The Journal of Knowledge: Creation, Diffusion, Utilization (Sage Publication)
Security Dialogue, Published by the Peace Research Institute Oslo, Norway (PRIO) 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL  ACTIVITIES
Program Evaluator of the MA Degree in International Relations, Institute of Political Studies and International Relations, National University, Bogota, Colombia. February 2021.
Serving as a member of a Dissertation Committee, University of Montreal, Quebec Canada 2020-present
Served as an outside evaluator for Academic Promotion, Northwestern University, School of Social Sciences, January 2018.

Served as an outside reader of doctoral dissertation, George Mason University, Political Science Department, 2017.

Served as an outside evaluator for Academic Promotion, Canisius College, NY. 2015.
Expert Consultation by the House of Representatives of the US Congress, Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on Terrorism, Non-Proliferation, and Trade. December 18, 2013. The subject was my analysis of the Peace talks between the Colombian government and the FARC.

Expert Witness before the Standing Committee on International Trade, House of Commons, Ottawa, Canada.  Subject the free trade agreement (FTA) between Canada and the Republic of Colombia (Bill C-2). May 23, 2010.

Member of the Fulbright Review Panel for the Andean Region 2008-2011
Member of the Review Panel of Colombia’s Fulbright Commission 2008.

LANGUAGES
Spanish (native)

     
Arabic (as native)

     
French (working knowledge)

PERSONAL BACKGROUND
Born in Venezuela. American citizen and married.
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